MSc Course  Psycholinguistics Option

20 hours

Course Co-ordinator:  Prof A J Sanford

Aim:  To introduce current issues in Psycholinguistics at a postgraduate level.

Presentation style (tutorial, lecture) depends on the size of the class.

For 2008/2009, it will be by Tutorial.

The course consists of 5 modules:

Dialogue (Simon Garrod) 4hours
Following this module students should:

· Appreciate the contrast between language processing in monologue and dialogue settings

· Understand the basis of the interactive alignment account of dialogue processing

· Understand the evidence for predictive processing in monologue and dialogue

· Appreciate the ways in which language comprehension processes are coupled to language production processes
Syntactic Processing (Christoph Scheepers) 4hours
Following this module, students should:  

· Appreciate models of syntactic processing in both language comprehension 
(parsing) and production (grammatical encoding). 

· Have an overview of the current state of the art in the field, including a discussion of various methodologies that are used to study syntactic structure building in production and comprehension. 

· Become familiar with the most influential theories in this area and be 
able to critically evaluate the evidence in support of those theories.
The language of quantity and risk (Linda Moxey) 4 hours
Following this module, students should:

· Be familiar with interdisciplinary approaches to research on the meaning of quantity expressions such as many and a few.  

· Appreciate the relationship between linguistic descriptions and 
numerical descriptions of quantity.  

· Understand the way in which positive and negative expressions affect the framing of quantity information.  
· Understand the basis and impact of framing effects.

Word Recognition (Sara Sereno) 4 hours

Following this module, students should:
· Understand main components and models of word recognition.

· Be familiar with different methods of measuring word recognition and their advantages and disadvantages.

· Understand basic findings of word recognition from experiments using eye movement and ERP methodologies.

· Be aware of current debates in the word recognition literature.

Shallow processing and underspecification (Tony Sanford) 4hours
Following this module, students should:

· Be aware of the range of effects that may be ascribed to shallow processing.

· Understand the relationships between shallow processing, underspecifiaction, Good-enough processing, and appreciate the literature in these fields.

· Be aware of the variety of methods that have been used to explore shallow processing.

