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It is my great pleasure to introduce my big brother, Marty Sereno.
As a child…
Marty: Child

Marty didn’t speak until about the age 3


When he did, he spoke in complete sentences.


He used to read upside down…



He would hold the book so that his parents or younger siblings 



could “follow along” as he read to them.
As the oldest of 6, he was thrust into a role of major responsibility.
Kids with String Figures
He organized various activities for his younger brother & 4 sisters.
One that stands out was making a rope ladder from the upstairs window
to use as a fire escape.

We would practice the “fire drill” when my mother was on the phone.

I was about age 4, and Marty would carry me down.

At University, Marty took almost twice as many classes as he needed to.

He majored in Geology (minors: Biology, Chemistry, English, History)
Marty obtained his PhD from the University of Chicago in the Philosophy of Science, and also got a Masters in NeuroBiology
And then he pursued post-doctoral work at Cal-Tech in Neurophysiology.

He had traded in his Geology  pick-axe  for  a micro-electrode,

to map out brain physiology.

His first job, 20 years ago, was at UCSD in their Cognitive Science department.

There, he traded in his  micro-electrode  for  a magnet…

This time, to map out the functions of the cortex.
He was the Co-Director of the UCSD Neuroimaging Center for his last 5 years there

About 10 yr ago, he pioneered work on mapping out the surface of the cortex


Writing the algorithms for programs to “blow up” and “flatten” the cortex

Brains:  “Blow-up” – “Bucky, the dolphin” – “Flatten”
Marty was hired by University College London & Birkbeck College 2 yrs ago,


He is currently the Chair of Cognitive Neuroimaging


& Director of the Birkbeck/UCL Neuroimaging Center

So far in his career, he has supervised over 20 PGs and post-docs

Marty also has a tremendous record of publications

not quantity, but quality, in high-impact journals

His h-index is 29


15 of his publications have been cited btwn 100-500 times each


His landmark publication in Science 

– on mapping out the borders of the human visual areas using fMRI –
has been cited nearly 1000 times.

Discovery Mag: Cover
One of his (academically) lesser known publications  was in Discover Magazine
The article – about language and the brain – captures Marty with his hair down


….. literally

Discovery Mag: Marty
Several personas come to mind…

Lady Godiva


Tiny Tim


D’Artagnan

Discovery Mag: Marty-Antonio
This one’s interesting… [switch to video; stop BEFORE end]
[switch back to PPT]
Marty also has many hobbies

He is an accomplished jazz guitarist

And he maintains blogs on geo-political issues  and  on peak oil

In sum, Marty is a jack of all trades – and, truly, a master of most
– it was the beginning of his cartography
Here, he began his work with fMRI

